WEINVIERTEL   DAC

The Weinviertel sets Standards

Today, a new era is starting for lovers of the classic Grüner Veltliner.  As from 1st March 2003, wines labelled “Weinviertel DAC” or “Weinviertel Districtus Austriae Controllatus”  and made from the traditional Austrian grape variety will be available;  the grapes will have to come from the Weinviertel.  In addition, these wines will have to comply with strict rules and will have been tested on several occasions before they can be offered for sale using the Weinviertel DAC label.

Tests are a guarantee for a unique combination of flavours

The Weinviertler Veltliner wine has to have the pale or greeny-yellow colour, the aroma typical for this type and the fruity-peppery taste; it must not have a woody taste (e.g. through Barrique fermentation  ) nor a onesided alcoholic effect.  However, 12% alcohol content is a minimum requirement.  Analytical tests by a specially trained ‘exam board’ guarantee that all DAC wines comply with these standards.

Clarity gives Security

The aim of the “Weinviertel DAC’ appelation is to identify a type of wine which is unique worldwide and which thus makes it easier for the lover of wine to choose once he has a clear idea of the flavour of wines carrying this label.  Therefore, in future, only these wines will be allowed to carry the name “Weinviertel” – plus possibly the name of the vineyard/estate.  All other quality wines from the area will use the name “Niederösterreich”  (Lower Austria) on their label.  Otherwise there is no change:  the abundance of grape varieties and the individual style of Weinviertler wine growers is therefore ensured for the future.

The Weinviertel as Leader

A new law was needed to make the new “Weinviertel-DAC-Wine” possible.  However, in future, all Austrian  wine growing regions can lay down their own criteria for ‘their’ DAC-wines.  Thus, it was the Weinviertel which recognised and responded to the needs of domestic and foreign lovers of wine and has opened the way for a new understanding of Austrian wines.

